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“The Wise Purpose of God”
w=R %8 Rebecca Arthur

Poole Gakuin College belongs to a
world-wide network of Anglican
colleges and universities called
CUAC. Over the years, many of our
students have benefited from various

programs and workshops organized

through this network.

In the spring of 2019, The Reverend Canon James
Callaway, the General Secretary of CUAC, came to our
campus and met with several of us. After the usual
pleasantries, the conversation turned to the closing of
Poole Gakuin College. To my surprise, instead of consoling
us he reminded us of Ecclesiastes Chapter 3 in the Old
Testament.

This chapter begins with “There is a time for
everything, and a season for every activity under the
heavens.” The next 7 verses include 14 sets of contrasting
activities that show how life is full of various seasons.
These include opposites such as birth and death, weeping
and laughing, and so on. Much has been written about the
meaning of these verses. However, the essence is that
there is a proper time for all things.

Further along, in verse 11, are the words, “He has made
everything beautiful in its time.” Some translations use
the words “suitable” or “appropriate” instead of
“beautiful”. Regardless, this verse tells us that, in time,
God can transform any season.

The Reverend Canon reminded us of these words and
pointed out that there was no shame in coming to an end.
God is in the “ending” of something just as much as in
the “beginning” and, in time, God can make it beautiful.
He noted that the most important thing was to do all
things to the glory of God, regardless of the season.

I was much encouraged by these words and think of
them often. Of course, I am greatly saddened by the
closing of Poole. However, these verses remind me that
God is here in this season of “ending” and that, in time,
through the wise purpose of God, it will be made into
something beautiful. I am reminded, too, that even in this
difficult season, we are called to do all things to the glory

of God. My prayer is that it may be so. Amen.
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I am the vine,
you are the branches
John 15:5
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